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Call for International Consultant – Expert on Arab/Israeli Conflict 

The Climate Crisis and its Impact on the Environment, Public Health and National 
and Regional Security in the Middle East 

Terms of Reference 

[Please submit your proposal no later than February 23rd 2021] 

1. EcoPeace Middle East

EcoPeace is a unique organization that brings together Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli 

environmentalists that seek to advance cooperative efforts to protect our shared 

environment, promote sustainable regional development, with an emphasis on water 

resources in the region. Through this action, the organization strives for sustainable 

development and the creation of conditions for lasting peace in our region. EcoPeace has 

offices in Amman, Ramallah and Tel Aviv. 

2. Background

Climate variability is generally not regarded as a direct cause of conflict but rather as a 

phenomenon that can worsen or exacerbate pre-existing sources of instability. The 

outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in December 2019 added another factor of 

instability to vulnerable regions, like the Middle East, challenging the resilience of its 

political, social, and economic structures, and increasing the chances that the heightened 

tensions within countries, and between the countries themselves, will escalate and boil 
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into violent conflicts. Due to that multi-layered challenge, EcoPeace ran an online 

simulation in order to map and identify the connection between climate change and 

national and regional security issues in the MENA region, and develop policy options that 

will effectively address these issues. 

 
During October 2020, EcoPeace team partnered with a company specialized in online 

simulations, and gathered a diverse group of 30 Middle East experts for a three-day 

simulation. During the three days, this group identified potential national and regional 

initiatives that might solve existing and emerging challenges derived from the 

currentconvergence between climate change, national security, and the coronavirus 

pandemic. In total, 30 different participants actively participated in the simulation, 41 new 

proposals for the actors (25) and joint regional initiatives (16) were proposed, and more 

than 80 comments and endorsements were given by the participants throughout the entire 

exercise. 

 
The 30 experts that participated in the simulation were asked to role-play one of six actors, 

which were split into separate teams: Israel, Jordan, Palestine, the United States, the 

European Union, and the Arab League. As such, they were asked to go into their actor’s 

shoes and advise the leadership of each actor on what they think would be the best policy 

and response to the unfolding situation. 
 
If all of the findings and recommendations were to be condensed into a single insight, it 

would be this: regional collaboration between Jordan, Palestine, and Israel to solve water 

scarcity and water security is desired and feasible. While participants understood that 

water issues are highly political issues, the cross-cutting nature of water issues and the 

need for adequate water resources to meet basic human needs, economy, health and  
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nature, creates the opportunity to expand the involvement of a broad set of actors, 

technical, finance, private sector, community and civil society to help create the political 

will needed to resolve cross border water issues. Many of the proposals therefore focused 

on the entry points that would allow the involvement of broader actors and interests 

beyond the more traditional political actors, that could help bring a resolution to the water 

aspects of the conflict. Another key finding points to participants shared perception that 

climate change with all its dangers and challenges is still seen as a multiplier of 

opportunities. To this end, many experts discussed ways to move the water and COVID 

crises in the region away from the political sphere that impedes progress and into the 

technical and financial arenas, where different actors can be brought to bear in multi- 

lateral problem-solving. Lastly, participants underscored the pivotal role of continued 

involvement of global and regional actors, particularly for financial underwriting. According 

to the participants, this involvement is essential to prevent further instability in the region 

and enhance regional cooperation that will better tackle the region’s most pressing 

challenges. As such, the participants came up with some creative policy options that would 

involve several global and regional actors, particularly in the tri-state area of Israel, 

Palestine, and Jordan. 

 

3. Overall Objective and Key Functions 
 
Building on the successful experience of the online simulation held in October 2020, 

EcoPeace is looking into further developing the program by organizing a second event – 

Simulation II – in order to ensure continuity of results, and enable its expansion and 

scaling-up. EcoPeace is looking to hire an international expert on the Arab Israeli conflict 

to facilitate the identification of next steps leading to Simulation II to be held in early 2021, 

including the identification of the thematic focus and target audience. 
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The Simulation II project will likely take place in the spring 2021, in a similar online 

environment. As for Simulation I, Simulation II will highlight and explore the connection 

between Middle East environmental issues and national and regional security issues. 

The simulation game will be aimed at current and former decision-makers, policy 

integrators, opinion shapers and experts, students, academic researchers and civil society 

organizations, both from the MENA region and the international community. The online 

game will expose participants to various scenarios involving environmental and public 

health challenges that participants will be required to resolve. Simulation II will have 

several objectives: 

 
• Provide a comprehensive understanding of potential environmental and health- 

related risk scenarios that can affect the region due to the continuing political 

conflict and further aggravated by the climate crisis 

• Educate policy makers and opinion shapers from the fields of diplomacy and 

national security on the environmental and public health challenges of the region 

• Promote cooperation, engaging the participants in an online discussion 

encouraging joint regional planning 

• Provide a synthesis of the findings emerged from the simulation game, in order to 

inform relevant policy makers 

• Increase awareness among youth and young professionals towards current reality 

and potential environmental challenges 

• Educate and stimulate environment and climate action by civil society, students, 

academics and other 
 

In this context, EcoPeace intends to expand and deepen the scope of the project by hiring  
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an international expert with proven knowledge of the MENA geopolitical reality, in order to 

help select a range of topics to discuss, assist in the design of scenarios and formulating 

research questions, select and approach potential participants. 

 
The consultant will be responsible for the following tasks: 
 
 

• Review the final report and all material produced in Simulation I, with special 

attention to lessons learnt and best practices, positive and negative highlights 
gained through discussion with EcoPeace staff. 

• Identify a list of politically relevant topics and issues that could be the basis of a 
follow up simulation that builds on the findings of simulation I but involves deeper 

discussion with people of high influence both from within the region and 
internationally. 

• In coordination with EcoPeace staff, review list of issues suggested and choose 
three issues in order to prepare a concept note fully detailing the simulation 
exercise for each of the three issues selected. 

• Help identify potential simulation participants relevant for each of the three topics 

shortlisted, including current and former decision-makers, policy integrators, 
opinion shapers and experts, academic researchers and civil society 

organizations, both from the MENA region and the international community 
(Jordan, Israel, Palestine, EU, USA, the Arab League). 

• Recommend to EcoPeace the simulation topic that at this time would be most 
impactful to advance in a simulation to be held in the first quarter of 2021. 
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• Lead the practical development of Simulation II by completing the concept note of 

the selected issue, developing scenarios and wild cards, reaching out to simulation 
participants and fully organizing the said simulation including righting the report 

that would summarize the results of the simulation. 
 

4. Required Qualifications 
 
 
The selected candidate will be a senior expert with a proven record of policy work in the 

MENA region, in particular in Jordan, Israel and Palestine. In particular, the candidate will 

meet the following requirements: 
 

• Extensive knowledge of the geopolitical reality of the region, including of its history 
and the unique socio-cultural, economic and political dynamics that shape relations 
between Jordan, Israel and Palestine. 

• Prior participation in simulation exercises, preferably with prior experience in 
leading such simulations. 

• Thorough knowledge of the main regional and international actors active in the 
region, their role and influence in the regional chessboard. 

• An already consolidated professional network of relations within the scope of the 
project will be considered an asset. 

• An understanding of environmental issues and climate change, international and 
regional measures of climate change mitigation and adaptation, energy transition, 
environmental diplomacy and other relevant topics will be an advantage. 

• Fluency in English with strong writing and analytical abilities. 
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• A Master’s Degree in Middle Eastern Studies, Environmental Studies, Political
Sciences or any other relevant field will be considered an advantage.

5. Deliverables

The consultant is expected to deliver the following items: 

• Review & Assessment report of viable issues and topics for follow up simulation.

• Detailed concept note for each of the three topics selected: each issue will have to
be presented and described, including its current state in the region and potential

developments; national and regional risks associated; socio-economic and 
geopolitical dimension; actors involved, etc. 

• List of potential participants for each of the three topics selected.

• Following selection of simulation topic - preparation of detailed concept note of

simulation, including scenarios and wild cards and finalize list of participants
accepting to participate. 

• Organize simulation and prepare report detailing proposals made, analyzing
responses and describe key policy recommendations.

6. Timetable:

Submission of proposal and price quote by February 23rd 2021.

A five-month contract (March 2021 – July 2021) will be signed with the selected 

candidate. 
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7. Payment:

Payment schedule to be negotiated according to suggested cost breakdown and agreed 
upon prior to contract signature. 

Tender Procedure: 

Applicants who wish to submit an offer are invited to submit a proposal by 

The proposal shall include: 

• Detailed proposal on work process according to deliverables mentioned above

• Suggested detailed cost breakdown. To be listed in Euros and include VAT.

• Suggested timetable for implementation.

• Samples of previous work.

• CV of candidate(s)

• Contact Details

• 3 references (Annex A)

To be sent to: carmi@ecopeaceme.org 
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